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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PEPR, UR, AP 

SUBJECT: EMBASSY’S OPINION OP SOVIET PIRST SECRETARY 
ZOTOV 

REF: STATE 110015 

1. PRIOR TO ASSIGNMENT TO WASHINGTON IN DECEMBER, 1977, 
ALEKSANDR IVANOVICH ZOTOV WAS ONE OP EMBASSY'S MORE 
PORTHCOMING MPA CONTACTS. HE WAS SYRIA-LEBANON DESK 
OPFICER IN MFA NEAR EAST COUNTRIES DEPARTMENT POR 
APPROXIMATELY TWO YEARS (1975-1977). PRIOR TO THAT HE 
SERVED IN IRAQ AND IN LIBYA. HE SEEMED TO BE WELL THOUGHT 
OP IN MPA BOTHPROFESSIONALLY AND PERSONALLY. HE 
ACCOMPANIED KOSYGIN TO DAMASCUS IN JULY 1976 AND SAT IN 
DURING ASAD'S TALKS IN MOSCOW IN APRIL, 1977. 

2. EMBOPP MILES REMEMBERS ZOTOV WELL. IN HIS OPINION 
ZOTOV WAS ALWAYS WILLING TO SHARE AS MUCH INPORMATION 
AS HE WAS ALLOWED TO, WAS MORE WILLING THAN MOST MFA 
OFFICERS TO DISCUSS SEEMING CONTRADICTIONS IN SOVIET 
POREIGN POLICY IN HIS AREA OP RESPONSIBILITY, AND WAS 
NEVER DELIBERATELY MISLEADING. IN MOSCOW CONTEXT, THESE 
ARE ALL UNUSUAL ATTRIBUTES. 
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3. HOWEVER, IT MUST BE KEPT IN MIND THAT ZOTOV'S 
RANK DOES NOT ENTITLE HIM TO SPEAK WITH AUTHORITY ON 
WEIGHTY OR IMMEDIATE ISSUES POR WHICH AN OPPICIAL LINE 
HAS NOT YET BEEN ESTABLISHED. THUS HIS PERSONAL 
OBSERVATIONS" OFTEN REMAIN JUST THAT AND SHOULD NOT 
NECESSARILY BE TAKEN AS EVIDENCE OP ANY PARTICULAR 
"SOVIET " INTERPRETATION OF EVENTS. TOON 
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